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From Your President, Dale Sand
Greetings to all fellow cattle producers. For those of you who don’t
know me, my name is Dale Sand. My wife, Heather and I, along with our 3
children, Carson (10), Dalton, (8), and Delanie (4) live on a ranch near Power,
Montana. I have worked for Greenfield’s Irrigation District for 10 1/2 years
and have been involved in ranching and agriculture my whole life. We have
been involved in the purebred Hereford industry for 7 years, raising both
horned and polled cattle. We sell bulls and heifers through private treaty.
It is my goal as president to serve all of you to my best ability and promote and represent both the MHA and the Hereford breed. I hope that you
will feel free to contact me with ideas, questions, and suggestions. The board
has set some goals for the upcoming year. The one, in particular that I feel
very strongly about is what the MHA can do to help you as breeders and how
we can best represent you, the members. We have some preliminary plans
for this year which included a possible field day in September, MHA sponsored feeder sales, developing a breeders’ map, and as always the MHA convention which will be held in late October or early November in Bozeman,
Montana. We will announce the convention date in the next newsletter.
Please feel free to call any board member with your recommendations and
ideas for this year’s convention.
Until next time, I hope all of you are getting the much needed moisture and for those of you in the midst of calving, I hope things are going well.
Healthy Regards and God Bless,
Dale Sand
President

MHA Calendar
March 10 – Fort Keogh Livestock & Range Research Station Sale, Miles City
March 12 – Holden Herefords Bull Sale – Valier
March 13 – Cooper Herefords Bull Sale – Willow Creek
March 30 – Young Guns Sale – Miles City

Hope to see you there!!
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Introducing Your 2007 Board of Directors

Back Row Left to Right: Jay-De Eggen - Plentywood, Webmaster Ace Diemert - Lothair, Vice President Cory
Dutton - Gold Creek, Matt Beery - Vida, Tom Sparks - Plevna
Front Row: Secretary Lorrie Wacker - Plentywood, Cody Haber - Circle, Don Broesder - Conrad, Ken Jackson Rudyard
Not Pictured: President Dale Sand - Power

Membership Forms are now due!
It’s time to renew your membership again. Please fill out
the form that I have enclosed with this newsletter with as
much detail as you would like. Our webmaster, Ace
Diemert has agreed to put all the information regarding
your operation, what you have available, directions to
your ranch, the marketing of your cattle or any other information you would like visitors to the MHA website know.
Please send the form in filled out as detailed as you would
like in with your dues, and if you have any questions or
suggestions, just let me or one of your directors know.

Annual Meeting minutes
In an effort to keep you as members
informed, the board decided to enclose a copy of the minutes from the
Annual meeting with this newsletter.
We are hoping the more informed you
are to what is going on with your association, the more we as a board can
help you out.
You can also check out the newsletters and minutes from previous meeting on the website:
www.montanahereford.org
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Happenings with the MHA & MJHA
MHA Breeder Map
One of the main questions that have come across the MHA board table is “what does it mean to be a
paid member of the MHA” and / or “what do we get out of our membership?” Another main focus has
been that of the MHA Hereford promotion and advertising. In an effort to kill two birds with one stone
we have decided to put out the Montana Hereford Association Breeder Map, similar to one that was put
out in previous years, as a starting place. Every paid member of the MHA will get their spot on the
map with all their contact information and be mailed copies for your own distribution and use. This
map is currently displayed digitally on the MHA website at www.montanahereford.org and the MHA
will run the map as a full page ad in a couple of the major ag-publications throughout the year. The
map will also be displayed at sale barns, trade shows, livestock events, etc. We are also printing the
map as a booklet with Hereford promotional information on the back side and future block advertising
for breeders who want to have additional coverage for their operation that will be auctioned at the annual convention. The map will be redone every other year opposite that of the MHA Directory. The
MHA map will provide some exposure for every paid member and provide a little more bang for your
buck. The MHA encourages anyone with promotional information pertaining to the Hereford breed to
please forward it to any of the board members. Ace Diemert

MHA Committees for 2007

MJHA News Update

The MHA Board of Directors recently set up the
following committees for 2007. If you have any
questions regarding these committees or would
like to be involved with them, please don’t hesitate to give one of the directors or me a call or
drop us a note. Each of these committees is very
eager to have a plan to benefit the entire membership of the Montana Hereford Association so
your input is greatly welcomed.

Please remember to add these dates to your calendars:
May 19 - Mountain Magic Jr. Classic in Bozeman
(1st qualifying CHB Steer show)
June 14 - 16 - MT Jr. Beef Expo in Lewistown
(2nd qualifying CHB Steer show)
July 7-14 - 2007 Junior National Hereford Expo,
(at the National Western Stock Show
Complex, Denver, CO)

Advertising Committee:
Tom Sparks & rest of the board
Awards Committee: Whole Board
Convention Committee:
Cory Dutton & Dale Sand
Finance Committee:
Jay-De Eggen & Ken Jackson
Junior Committee:
Matt Beery & Jay-De Eggen
Membership Committee:
Don Broesder & rest of the board

We will be finalizing plans for all of these events
soon and will keep you posted.
If you know of new Juniors who have not participated in MJHA events in the past few years,
please let us know their names, addresses,
phone numbers and e-mails and we will send
them information on our 2007 events.
Deb Andras
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2006 Hereford Person of the Year
The 2006 Hereford Person of the Year Award was presented to Fred McMurry, McMurry Cattle
Company. Thanks to Deb Andras, Lindsay Williams and the Western Livestock Reporter for sharing this
information recently featured in their 2006 Herd Reference Edition.
Disposition, efficiency and manageability is what drew Fred and Doreen McMurry to begin developing their polled registered Hereford herd in the early 1980’s. “The Hereford breed is making a great
comeback, and I feel they are important as a source of quality beef and baldy genetics,” said McMurry.
The McMurry program has focused on maternal value with a close eye on carcass quality, added
capacity, performance and forage efficiency.
Respected by his peers around the country as both a neurosurgeon and a cattleman, his cowherd
originated in Pennsylvania. McMurry, moved to Montana in 1993 when a position opened up at St. Vincent’s hospital in Billings where he established a thriving practice. As luck would have it, two years later
he found a suitable dry land ranch east of Billings 20 miles. He manages the cattle on local forages and
good minerals, with little else.
McMurry give credit to his cows as the key selling point for his bulls. “I breed specific females
with recognized value always with maternal qualities in mind.” In many cases numerous superior dams
are lined up behind each bull.
Long-term persistence with carcass data has rewarded McMurrys with a carcass proven bull, MC
Ranger 9615, now also a very valuable maternal sire. Ranger is the product of a Wrangler 832W mating
with SBF Royal Gypsy, a breed leading Spring Bottom Farm donor from Pennsylvania.” Ranger’s low birth
weight of 79 pounds, weaning weight of 860 pounds and yearling weight of 1415 pounds was unheard of
performance in the McMurry program.
McMurrys do not have an extremely large operation, they calve about 90 head, but they have had
an occasional top individual. Ranger has achieved trait-leading status for REA, IMF, SCROTAL and MILK.
This AHA Carcass Reference sire has maintained breed average BW and YW over 70. Ranger, used extensively in the US, is now also being utilized in Canada, Australia and New Zealand. He is a FIVE STAR TENDERNESS (Bovigen DNA analysis) sire and remains the top carcass sire tested in the AHA sire reference
program for tenderness after extensive carcass testing including actual shear testing of finished steers on
test. McMurrys also have an extensive ET program.
“As far as horned versus polled goes, both gene pools offer a great deal to the breed and I’m only
interested in merits.” McMurry focuses on qualities he’s attempting to bring into the herd - good disposition, appropriate udder structure and pigment, correct conformation and total performance that can truly
impact his program.
Nevertheless, McMurry believes one of Herefords strongest markets is a crossbreed option. “I
think the best cow out there is a baldy, and Hereford is part of that equation somewhere.” Cross breeding
adds vigor and added benefit in terms of pounds at weaning. McMurry sells 10 to 15 bulls per year private
treaty. Bulls have gone to quality registered and commercial operations. His clients have been fairly
widespread with some embryos selling out of country just last year. Two years ago sale cattle went to
eight states; however, most go to repeat buyers in a three state area.
Fred has served on the Board of the Montana Hereford Association for at least the past 5 years and
has represented Montana breeders as a voting delegate at the annual Hereford convention in Kansas City
on many occasions.
Fred’s knowledge and success as a breeder of Montana Hereford cattle, does not overshadow his
brillance as a surgeon. Dr. McMurry’s skills as a neursurgeon have helped countless people, making the
difference between life and death for many. We are honored that Fred and Doreen McMurry, of McMurry
Cattle are members of the Montana Hereford Association and very proud to have honored Dr. Fred
McMurry as the Montana Hereford Association 2006 Hereford Person of the Year.
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2006 Commercial Cattlemen of the Year
The 2006 Montana Hereford Association Commercial Cattlemen of the Year Award was presented to the Nickels Ranch. Many of you were able to learn much about the history and operations of
the Nickels Ranch from the April/May issue of Hereford America. This is just a short adaption of the
article.
25 miles southeast of Glasgow, there is a great herd of commercial Hereford cattle run by people who have always made their living from agriculture. This family is now in their fifth generation on
the land that Granddad Herman Jack Nickels put together. There are currently 4 of those generations
living on or helping work the ranch. The Milk River flows into the Missouri River right above the ranch.
The first Hereford bulls that Granddad Herman Jack bought came from the herd of A.B. Cook, of
Townsend. He had to travel by train to Townsend, load the bulls on the train, unload them at Nashua
and trail them home, over the ice of the frozen river.
Lester (Swede) Nickels and his family run approximately 450 mother cows, 125 replacement
heifers and 100 heifers that will be bred and sold. They sell about 200 steers annually; recently marketing them through a special feeder sale in February at the yards in Glasgow. They use primarily Line
One bulls. Their calving season is from March 25th to May 15th. In 2003, they sold a group of steers for
the “Catch A Calf” program at the National Western Stock Show in Denver. Swede is a great example
of a dedicated, hardworking cowboy/rancher who never knows quite. Almost 79, he is active on the
ranch and helps with the riding and day to day ranch decisions. In Swede’s words “I would rather wear
out than rust out. I plan on working until I die buy I am going to live forever.”
Swede and his wife Mildred have two sons that work with them, Lester Jr. and Steve, and three
daughters, Wanda, Cindy and Tammy. Son, Les, and his wife Jaylein, have two children Jesse (wife
Jennifer and three children) and Krista. Steve and wife Sharon have three sons, Luke (wife Jeannine
and son) and Jeremy (fiance Jamie and daughter), and son TJ who passed away in 1999.
The Nickels family is a remarkable family with a very interesting history. They run a strong
herd of Hereford cattle on a ranch with many distinct characteristics. The Montana Hereford Association was proud to honor the Nickels family as the 2006 Montana Hereford Association Commercial Cattlemen of the Year.

Lorrie was able to catch up with the Nickels
family, working at their ranch.
Pictured are Secretary Lorrie Wacker, Lester
(Swede) Nickels, Lester Jr. and Steve.
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Personal News & Notes of Interest
Kathy Kohlbeck Named AHW Woman of the Year
Kathy (Storey) Kohlbeck, Bozeman, MT, was recognized as the American Hereford Women Woman
of the Year at the 2006 AHW annual meeting, this last October, in Kansas City, MO.
Kathy is a third-generation Hereford breeder. Actively involved in the Hereford business her entire
life, Kathy is a true promoter of Herefords and Hereford youth.
In 1996 she was elected to the AHW board of directors. In 1963 Kathy was a charter member of the
Montana Junior Hereford Association. She played a big part in the establishment and writing of the
constitution. She also served on the American Junior Hereford Association board from 1969 –71, the
first Montana junior elected to the national board.
Since 1983 Kathy has worked at MSU’s Strand Student Union marketing manager. She has served as
Park Gallatin Hereford Association secretary since 1988, the first woman to be elected to the board.
Kathy was also a member of the 2001 Junior National Hereford Expo planning committee, when Montana was the host in Billings.
Vickie Bishop says, “No matter the situation, you can depend on Kathy to have the juniors’ best interest at heart and she will pitch right in until the job is done.” Vickie’s daughter, Kristi, who was
president of the MJHA during the planning of the 2001 JNHE, adds, “She was always the juniors’ biggest promoter and advocate. Kathy was always there backing ups up—one hard workin’ woman.” HW
Congratulations Kathy—we are proud to have you as a part of our Association!!!

Introducing Rachel Endecott
Rachel Endecott has been named Montana
State University Extension Beef Specialist at
Fort Keogh in Miles City, MT. She is the granddaughter of Bob and Cora Goggins and grew
up in Ennis and showed Hereford steers and
heifers throughout here 4-H career.

Kayla Lowery Thanks MHA
Here is a thank you the Montana Hereford Association has received. “Hi my name is Kayla Lowery.
And I would like to thank you for your support on the
jacket I won for the Supreme Champion Hereford Female. My hard work finally paid off for me with all
the work I did with my heifer calf. I appreciate your
time and your support for the Tri-County Fair. I will
always treasure my new jacket. And I hope I can try
for it again next year. I liked that all the different
people would stop by my stall area and admire my
cattle (I had my steer (Zorro), 2 yr. cow and her calf
(Molly Moo Moo). Thank you again, Kayla Lowery

Hereford Hall of Merit Recipient
Mike MacNeil
Dr. Michael (Mike) MacNeil, Miles City, Montana, was honored as the Hereford Hall of Merit
inductee at the American Hereford Association
Annual Meeting this last October.
We would like to congratulate Mike and thank
him for all he does for the Hereford industry.

Thank you from the Nickels Ranch
“Montana Hereford Association” Thank you
so much for selecting our Ranch as the
“Hereford Commercial Breeder of 2006”.
We are all very proud and honored to receive this plague.
Sincerely,
Nickels Ranch
Lester Sr., Lester Jr. & Steve
and Families
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What’s New from the American Hereford Association?
Spring 2007 EPDs Available

Hereford Tops NWSS Entries

The Spring 2007 Hereford expected progeny differences (EPDs) are available
online. Visit Hereford.org look up a specific animal’s EPDs or to view the complete
Spring 2007 Sire Summary. To request a
printed copy, contact the AHA office at
(816) 842-3757. For more information, contact Jack Ward at Jward@hereford.org or
Stacy Sanders at ssanders@hereford.org.
Either may also be reached at (816) 8423757.

Congratulations Hereford breeders! This
year more Herefords were entered in the
NWSS than any other breed. James Goodrich, NWSS livestock manager, reports that
as of December 26, 778 Herefords were
entered, surpassing Angus (706) to claim
the largest breed show. Simmental (402),
Shorthorn (364) and Gelbvieh (311) round
out the top five.

Hereford Resources Online
Hereford breeders can now
download the national ad and
radio script at HerefordResource.com. The AHA communication team encourages
member to utilize these materials to help present a uniform
Hereford message to the industry.
Also at this resource site is a

link to ShopHereford.com,
where for a $5 shipping fee,
you can order a 19x27 inch
“The Power of Black. Only Better.” poster. AHA staff is asking for breeders’ help in distributing these posters to sale
barns and other appropriate
locations. For more information, contact Teresa Oe, AHA

communication coordinator, at
(701) 232-4353 or
toe@hereford.org

“Success usually comes to those who
are too busy to be looking for it.”

Calling for young Hereford sires
The deadline to nominate sires
for the National Reference Sire
Program (NRSP) is March 1.
The NRSP tests young Hereford
sires at cooperator cattle herds
throughout the U.S., gaining
proof on the bulls and data for

the breed. Additional information and a nomination form are
included in the January Hereford World on Page 85. You
can also contact Ward for copies at (816) 842-3757 or
jward@hereford.org.

Henry David Thoreau

Montana Hereford Association
Lorrie Wacker, Secretary
143 Muddy Loop Road
Plentywood, MT 59254

W E ’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW . MONTANAHEREFORD . ORG

From Your Secretary, Lorrie Wacker
The current board of directors is very interested this year
in looking for ways to help its membership. We welcome
and value any input you may have. This is your Association and we want to do our best to manage it for you.
I welcome any interested person in joining our organization if you are not presently a paid member. We have a
very eager and energetic board of directors and are looking forward to making some great strides for the Montana
Hereford members this year and we would greatly appreciate your involvement.
If you have any ideas or suggestions, don’t hesitate to contact one of the directors or myself or if you have any news
items ore announcements you would like to be included in
upcoming newsletters, please let me know. Thank you!
Wishing you the best for 2007
Lorrie Wacker
143 Muddy Loop Road
Plentywood, MT 59254

406-895-2670 (home)
406-765-8219 (cell)
dwackers@hotmail.com

Check out your updated
website:
www.montanahereford.org

