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The Red & White in Big Sky Country 

 
2022 Annual Meeting Highlights 

 
Welcome to the Board 

Cory Dutton—3 year West Director 
Brad Eik—1 year at Large 

 

Re-Elected 
Carl Loyning—3 year East Director 

 
 
 
 

New Contact 
 

Phone Number:  
(307) 629-0654 

 

Mailing Address:  
PO Box 491  

Absarokee, MT 59001 
 

Email Address:  
infomontanahereford@gmail.com 

I would like to thank all who were able to attend our annual meeting in 
November for venturing out on a cold, wintry evening. We had a nice turnout, 
the meal was tasty, and it is always fun catching up with fellow Hereford 
breeders from across the state. 

 
After 14 years of service as a MHA board member, 6 of which he served as 
President, Hyer McKechnie decided to hang up his hat this year. Having 
served with Hyer the past 6 years, I was sad to see him go as he was a 
tremendous asset. His leadership, and commitment to our breed within the 
state, has not gone unnoticed. Chad Murnin also decided not to rerun this 
year. Like Hyer, Chad has been a longtime board member and we will miss his 

contributions and leadership. Our Association is very grateful for the time and 
energy both of these men have devoted to the board. 
 
As we said goodbye to a few, we also welcomed two new members; former 
MHA board member Cory Dutton (Deer Lodge), and newcomer Brad Eik (Miles 
City). We are also grateful to have Amanda Romine on board as our secretary and are 
excited to have Stephanie Murnin now leading our Jr. Hereford Association. 
 

As we begin planning out 2023 Fall Hereford Tour, which is slated for mid September 
and will cover ranches in the south central region of our state, we are happy to have 
these new team members on board and look forward to collaborating over the next 
few months. 
 
There were several Juniors honored at our annual meeting for their success showing 
Herefords at various shows this past summer. We sure are lucky to have such 

outstanding youth representing our breed and hope this program will continue to 
grow in the years to come. As mentioned earlier, we are excited to have Stephanie 
Murnin steering the reins of our Junior Association. Please help spread the word to any 
youth who may be interested in joining. The Juniors are our future. 
 
A sincere thank you to all who participated in the directory. We appreciate your 
continued support of the MHA. Feedback from our membership regarding the 2022 

fall MHA Directory was positive. We will follow a similar format this year and once 
again utilize the AHA’s mailing services which allow us the ability to target both 
registered and non-registered buyers across the States. Our board will be prudent with 
the funds available and target states we feel are most beneficial to the members we 
serve. 
 
I hope the Holiday season treats you and your families well and allows for quality time 

with loved ones. May the New Year bring us all good health and continued success in 
our operations. 
 
Wishing you all the best, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
Dave Hanson 
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New Secretary/Treasurer 
Hello, hope this newsletter finds you all well. I am excited to 

become more involved in the Hereford community. Let me 

introduce myself. 

I am currently a stay-at-home mom while also doing some 

behind the scenes work for L-W Cattle Company. My 

husband, 4 girls, and I moved to Montana a little over a year 

ago and love all it has to offer. 

Prior to moving I worked at a local bank in Newcastle, WY as 

the assistant auditor, while also being a backup teller when 

needed. 

I look forward to getting to know all of you. Please be 

understanding as I work through learning this new position 

and get organized. 

Well wishes as you all gear up for cold weather and calving. 

Amanda Romine Board of Directors 
 

Dave Hanson—President 

406.570.5519 | bzriversideranch@gmail.com 

Austin Frank—Vice President 

307.631.6012 | arffrank@yahoo.com 
 

Directors 
 

Eric Lawver 

406.600.3118 | lawver93@gmail.com 

Carl Loyning 

406.425.2484 | loyningc@gmail.com 

Justin Wichman 

406.350.3123 | justinwichman22@gmail.com 

Cory Dutton 

406.240.9301 | dutton.cory@gmail.com 

Brad Eik 

406.853.2635 | brad.eik@usda.gov 

Amanda Romine—Secretary/Treasurer 

307.629.0654 | infomontanahereford@gmail.com 

MHA Awards 
Junior Breeder of the Year—Megan Otis 

Commercial Breeder of the Year—Ron Carlstrom & George Reich 

Hereford Man of the Year—Tom Sparks 

Hereford Woman of the Year—Denise Loyning 

Happy Retirement/Thank you for your time—Hyer McKechnie 

Sanders County Supreme Champion 4-H Female—Sydnee Wilson 

Beaverhead County Supreme Champion 4-H Female—Clinton Ford 

Teton County Supreme Market Steer—Crew Egbert 
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MJHA Update 
 

The MJHA is getting a face lift this coming year! We had a zoom 
meeting on 11/29/22 to elect new officers. Congratulations to 
our new officers; President Megan Otis, Emigrant, MT, Vice 
President Jacynta Bomgardner, Loma, MT, Secretary Sydnee 
Wilson, Trout Creek, MT, Treasurer Cooper Miller, Newcastle, WY. 
Stephanie Murnin from Musselshell, MT is the new junior advisor. 
 
We are looking for State Queen and Princess Applicants. If you 
are interested you will need to fill out an application. Call 
Stephanie Murnin for details on how to apply. Applications will 
be due by Dec 21, 2022. Princess applicants will be 8 - 15 years 
old and Queen applicants will be 16-21 as of Jan 1, 2023. We 
hope to be able to have these ladies in place in case they will be 
traveling to the Cattleman's Congress or Denver Stock Show in 
January and would like to represent Montana at those functions.  
 
Included in this letter is a MJHA Membership Application. Please 
fill it out and send payment to Stephanie Murnin. 
 
Next zoom meeting is scheduled for Sunday February 12, 2023 
at 6:30 pm. Some topics of discussion will be National events 
coming in the summer & how to prepare for them, state junior 
show, fundraiser ideas, etc. Please bring any new ideas and new 
members to the meeting! 
 
Thank you for your interest and support in the Montana Hereford 
junior program! 
 
Stephanie Murnin 
406.399.7815 
stephanie.murnin@yahoo.com 
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Feeder Calf Sale Update 

Change is in the air, change is all around 

us, and this is just another example of that. 

Our 2021 & 2022 Hereford Influenced sale 

has been declining in numbers. The Board 

of Directors will be working on alternative 

options or possibly considering 

discontinuing the sale all together. They will 

be looking at this after the 1st of the year. 

The dynamics of the industry has changed a 

lot in the last 14 years and this something 

that we need to consider moving forward. 

The Headwaters Livestock Auction barn is 

currently for sale and the future of barn is 

also in question. We are so thankful for all 

the Olsen Family have done for us. If you 

have suggestions as to the future of the 

sale please let me know. 

All the best, Denise Loyning—Chairman 

Feeder Calf Sale 

Phone: 406.425.2252 

Email: cdloyning@gmail.com 

mailto:stephanie.murnin@yahoo.com


Annual Meeting Overview 

Treasurer’s Report—Enclosed 

Membership—As of November 8, 2022, there were 61 

members. 

Directory—3,000 copies were printed. MHA used AHA’s 

database and sent out 2,676 copies to Non-member bull 

buyers (MT, ND, NE, SD, & WY). All MHA and AHA members 

in the state of Montana were sent a copy. Directories were 

left at both PAYS and BLS. There were just shy of275 copies 

left for MHA to distribute at functions (NILE, MSGA, Denver, & 

OKC). Net income for the Directory was $4,299.01. Be on the 

look out for auction details for Priority Pages in the 

2023/2024 Directory in the coming months. 

Silent Auction—$90.00 for the scholarship fund. 

2023 Montana Hereford Tour 

September 11-13, 2023 

Headquartered out of Three Forks, MT 
 

The tour will be here before we know it.  

More details to come. 

Be checking the MHA website, MHA 
Facebook page, along with watching for 

emails or newsletters for updates. 

 

2025 World Hereford 

Conference 

Pre Tour—World Hereford Conference 

October 16-21, 2025 
 

This tour will include areas of Billings, 
Decker, Laurel, Absarokee, Bozeman, 

Manhattan, Willow Creek, Gardiner, and 
Belgrade. 

 

World Hereford Conference  

in Kansas City, MO 

October 22-26, 2025. 
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Want to do 
your part? 

Looking to be more hands on this year with MHA?! 

 

Feel free to contact a director if you would like to join a committee 

or have any ideas, comments, or concerns for MHA. 

Don’t forget to “LIKE” Montana Hereford Association on Facebook! 



NILE 2022 Hereford Results 

Open Hereford Show 
 

Reserve Champion Female 

 SHR 6033 Ms Sonora 2043 

Sired by—SHR 5064 Revenge 9042 ET 

 Storey Hereford Ranch—Bozeman, MT 
 

Grand Champion Bull 

 BAR STAR REBELLION 013 ET 

Sired by—BR Belle Air 6011 

 Bar Star Cattle—Musselshell, MT 
 

Open Miniature Hereford Show 
 

Grand Champion Female 

 RM Moonshines Ricki 

Sired by—RM Sha Daisy’s Ferguson 

 Kallie Rummel—Missoula, MT 
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Junior Hereford Show 
Grand Champion Bull 

 OR Chico Peak 101 

Sired by—OR Chico Peak 504 

 Megan Otis—Emigrant, MT 
 

Reserve Champion Bull 

 OR Chico Peak 201 

Sired by—OR Chico Peak Abe 504 

 Megan Otis—Emigrant, MT 

Commercial Heifer Classic Pen Show 
 

Champion Pen—Bar Star Cattle 

 Musselshell, MT 

Reserve Champion Pen—Carl & Denise Loyning 

 Absarokee, MT 


